
 

Why Daniel? 

 The people of Judah were taken to Babylon, and forced to live in a society that 
was completely toxic to their faith and way of life as Jews. Daniel and his friends 
sought to maintain their faithfulness to God, and their faith was not only rewarded, but 
Daniel, his friends, the kings of Babylon and Persia, and his readers were granted a 
window into the workings of God in the present and the future. All of this was so that 
they might have an increased confidence in God’s sovereign plan to eventually lay 
low the proud and exalt his faithful people in the decisive and everlasting victory of 
God’s kingdom. 
 I think a call to faithfulness and hope in the midst of a broken world that is hostile 
to God is exactly what we need right now. I’ve recently turned to Daniel for personal 
encouragement, and I think a study of this book will be fruitful for all of us as we seek to 
be faithful to Christ. 
  

Structure and Authorship 
 Some books of the Bible are easier to outline than others. When it comes to 
Daniel, the book has a fairly crisp design. It is made up of six stories or “court tales” in 
Daniel 1-6, and four visions in Daniel 7-12. The genres found in these two halves are 
significantly different from each other, making the book of Daniel effectively two 
separate genres, one for each half. This has been ammunition for critical scholars who 
wish to cast doubt on the date and authorship of every book of the Bible. Though as 
we will see, the authorship of Daniel comes under fire even more than most. In its most 
primitive form, this argument goes something like this: “Daniel 1-6 and 7-12 are so 
different that it is unlikely that they were originally composed as one unified book. A 
much later editor must have put the book together.” 
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 The same critical scholars will typically argue for pseudonymous authorship. They 
will say that the book wasn’t really written by the Judean exile Daniel, but by someone 
else pretending to be the Daniel of old in order to gain an audience and credibility for 
their book. These scholars will assure us that this was a perfectly normal practice at the 
time. 
 While examples of pseudonymity do exist, it is wholly unconvincing that this is an 
appropriate literary convention for a biblical author, since it amounts to intentional 
deception of the reader. How would we then reconcile what the apostles Paul and 
Peter teach us about Scripture when they say that the Scripture came from God 
himself? (cf. 2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:21) If we take the doctrine of inspiration seriously at all, 
we must either believe that the historical Daniel was involved in the writing of the 
book, or that the book is a farce and shouldn’t be in the canon. If we were to reject it 
from the canon, we would have other problems--most notably the New Testament 
authors’ implicit (and sometimes explicit) acceptance of the book as part of the 
canon. 
 It is possible that the book had an editor that gave us Daniel in its final form. We 
should note, however, that the book follows the life of Daniel, and Daniel speaks in the 
first person in his visions (though these sometimes have an introduction written in the 
third person). Jewish and Christian traditions believed Daniel was the author. 

The Unity of Daniel 
 As is usually the case, instead of questioning the integrity and date of the book, 
it is more helpful (and more enlightening) to give the book the benefit of the doubt as 
a piece of literature and see if there isn’t a cohesion that reflects the mind of a single 
author. When we read the book this way, we find unifying themes that bind together 
both halves of the book (more on this below under Themes). There is another unique 
feature of the book of Daniel that supports the unity of the book, and that’s the two 
languages found in the book. Daniel and Ezra are the only Old Testament books that 
have portions written in Aramaic and are not entirely in Hebrew. About half of Daniel is 
written in Aramaic, but it isn’t the first or second half as you would think if Daniel was 
actually two books. When Nebuchadnezzar speaks in Daniel 2, the language shifts 
from Hebrew to Aramaic. Surprisingly, the text continues in Aramaic after this speech, 
and doesn’t shift back into Hebrew until chapter 8 for Daniel’s second division. There is 
no clean language division that would support the idea that Daniel is more than one 
book. 



 There also seems to be a chiastic structure that crosses the boundary between 
the first and second sections of the book:  1

A: A Dream of a Statue Representing Four Kingdoms (Daniel 2) 
 B: A Court Conflict: The Three Friends in the Fiery Furnace (Daniel 3) 
  C. A Court Contest: Interpreting Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream (Daniel 4) 
  C’ A Court Contest: Interpreting the Writing on the Wall (Daniel 5) 
 B’: A Court Conflict: Daniel in the Lion’s Den (Daniel 6) 
A’: A Vision of Beasts Representing Four Kingdoms (Daniel 7) 

 As already mentioned, there is an additional connection between chapter 1 
before this chiasm and chapters 8-12 after the chiasm—they are written in Hebrew. It 
seems that what we have is a very intentional literary whole, and unless you come to 
the text predisposed to questions it’s authorship or authenticity, it makes sense to 
attribute the book to a single author, who is likely Daniel himself. 

Date 
 It’s a similar bias against the supernatural that leads critical scholars to argue for 
a late date of Daniel. While textual critical scholars tend to argue for a late date for 
everything, this becomes a particular issue when it comes to the book of Daniel. And 
the reason is very simple: the historical-critical tradition rejects the miraculous events as 
implausible because they contradict normative human experience. In other words, we 
don’t experience miracles (like prophecy), therefore they don’t happen. One would 
need to overlook both the nature of miracles (which are by definition abnormal) and 
even the possibility of the existence of God in order to see this criticism as valid. These 
biases arise out of the sea like a great beast in studies of Daniel because Daniel has 
such specific prophecy about kingdoms that rise and fall after Daniel’s lifetime. If there 
is no God, and no prophecy, then it makes sense to assume that Daniel was indeed 
written later. But for those who lack the confidence in these anti-supernatural 
assumptions, it is more reasonable to accept that Daniel was written in the 6th century 
B.C. 

 Tremper Longman III, How to Read Daniel, p. 15 (IVP: 2020)1



Genre 
 As has been mentioned above, Daniel contains two genres: “court 
tales” (chapters 1-6) and apocalyptic visions (chapters 7-12). While the stories in the 
first half of Daniel are easy for us to understand, the visions in chapters 7-12 are 
notoriously difficult, and have been the cause for the spilling of much impassioned 
theological ink. These court tales tell of contests and conflicts surrounding the king of 
Babylon and often literally take place in his court. These are exciting narratives and if 
you grew up in a Christian context, you probably heard these stories reenacted by VBS 
volunteers or animated veggies. 
 I would imagine that most Bible children’s curricula are as quick to avoid Daniel 
7-12 as they are to incorporate the stories of Daniel 1-6. These apocalyptic visions are 
full of strange imagery, vague explanations, and numerical prophecies that are hard 
to make sense of. It would be a mistake to overlook these 6 chapters as too difficult to 
understand, or as irrelevant for Christians. It is this genre and these stories that seem to 
provide the background and underpinning to the Revelation of Jesus Christ to John, 
that fittingly concludes our Bibles. We need the truths and hope of both Daniel and 
Revelation, and we can dive into these strange chapters without fear. 
  

Themes 
 It is probably worth noting that Daniel is a unique prophetic book in another 
way. Most of the books of the prophets are covenant “lawyers” or the equivalent of 
covenant policemen/judges. They remind Israel and Judah about all the ways they’ve 
broken the covenant and explain the judgment that is to come. Their purpose is 
usually to call God’s people to repentance. Daniel, on the other hand, does not have 
the Lord deliver messages to him directly that he needs to give to the people to call 
them to repentance. Instead, Daniel has a series of visions and dreams that disturb him 
(and probably disturb us too!) and an angelic interpreter comes to help him 
understand. These visions are not a call to repentance, but encouragement for God’s 
suffering people that God is in control and will bring judgment against his enemies and 
victory for his kingdom. 
 This theme actually unifies the entire book, as all six stories and all four visions 
point to the fact that despite terrible circumstances and nations and kings filled with 
evil, arrogant opposition to God, Yahweh is nevertheless in control and will bring 
judgment and victory for his people. 



Conclusion 
 There are many challenges to reading the book of Daniel, but these themes 
seem particularly relevant to us. We live in a world and culture that is increasingly 
arrogant in its opposition to God. Like Daniel and his contemporaries, we could benefit 
from having the heavens pealed back a bit, to see that God is not only in control, but 
will bring judgment and victory for his people. This message of hope was meant to 
provide fuel for the faithfulness of God’s people in the 6th century BC, and we could 
use some of that same fuel to ignite our faith and keep it burning as long as the Lord 
tarries. Let’s dive into the book of Daniel, and if you’re up for it, I encourage you to 
read Daniel for yourself as we study. We’ll be looking at in 10 parts, 1 chapter each 
week, except chapters 10-12 which we’ll examine as a unit. 
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